
 
 
 
 

February 23, 2010 
 
Honorable Bobby L. Rush, Chairman 
Subcommittee on Commerce, Trade and Consumer Protection  
Committee on Energy and Commerce, U.S. House of Representatives 
2125 Rayburn House Office Building, Washington, D.C. 20515 
 
CC:  Chairman Henry Waxman 

Chairman Frank Lautenberg 
 Senator James Inhofe 
 Chairwoman Barbara Boxer 

Administrator Lisa Jackson  
 
Dear Chairman Rush, Ranking Member Whitfield and Members of the Subcommittee, 
 
Thank you for scheduling the February 11th hearing, "Examining Domestic and 
International Actions on Persistent, Bioaccumulative, and Toxic Chemicals (PBTs)” 
which was cancelled due to the snowstorm. We are writing to share our concerns about 
PBTs as members of the Safer Chemicals, Healthy Families coalition and allied 
organizations, who represent millions of parents, consumers, health advocates, and 
communities from around the country (www.saferchemicals.org). 
 
Urgent attention is needed to address the class of chemicals known as Persistent, 
Bioaccumulative, and Toxic Chemicals, or PBTs.  This class includes many of the most 
notorious chemicals ever studied – chemicals such as dioxins, mercury, lead, cadmium 
and polychlorinated biphenyls (PCBs), the dangers of which we have known for some 
time, as well as relative newcomers such as polybrominated diphenyl ethers (PBDEs) 
widely used as flame retardants and a variety of perfluorinated chemicals (PFCs) used to 
impart stain or moisture resistance to textiles and paper packaging or to produce nonstick 
cookware. 
 
PBTs are uniquely dangerous because they pose a triple threat. They persist in the 
environment for long periods of time and can be transported long distances; they 
accumulate in living organisms and increase in concentration as they move up the food 
chain; and, they are highly toxic, often at very low levels of exposure.  
 
Because they exhibit all three of these hazardous properties, PBTs are inherently unsafe.  
And because releases of even small amounts of PBTs will eventually lead them to build 
up to very high levels and in locations often far removed from their point of use or 
release, traditional risk assessment methods cannot be used to effectively support 
regulatory action on PBTs. Because risk assessments require a quantification of exposure 
levels, they cannot adequately evaluate the harm posed by PBTs, the levels of which will 
continue to rise in people or other organisms, even after the contaminant ceases being 
released into the environment. 



 
Moreover, requiring such chemicals to undergo expensive and time-consuming risk 
assessments would only delay taking needed action on a class of chemicals for which 
there is already broad scientific agreement regarding the serious threat they pose to 
human health and the environment. 
 
 As you consider policy options for modernizing the Toxic Substances Control Act 
(TSCA), we urge you to support immediate action to address these most dangerous of 
chemicals to which people are being exposed. PBTs should be phased out of commerce 
on an expeditious but reasonable timeline, with exceptions allowed only for critical uses 
that lack viable alternatives. In addition, new PBTs should not be approved for use in 
commerce under a reformed TSCA. 
 
We have experienced first hand in our communities the devastating impacts PBTs can 
have on wildlife and people. For example: 
 

• In the Northwest, Puget Sound’s declining orca whales have become one of the 
most contaminated populations of marine mammals in the world, in part because 
of PCBs found in the Puget Sound food chain. PCBs are known endocrine 
disruptors and probable carcinogens that become highly concentrated in the fatty 
tissues of top predators.  PCBs are the only chemical banned under the original 
TSCA, yet more than 30 years later they continue to pollute the environment.  

 
• In the Great Lakes, the levels of PBDEs in walleye and lake trout rose 

exponentially from 1980 to 2000, doubling every 3-4 years.  Similarly, PBDEs in 
Great Lakes region herring gull eggs increased 60-fold between 1981 and 2000. 
 

• In Maine, which is downwind from all the other states, common loons have the 
highest levels of mercury in the country and the eggs of peregrine falcons have 
among the highest levels of the decaBDE flame retardant ever recorded. 

 
A growing body of scientific evidence links PBT chemicals to a wide range of serious 
human health problems, including early onset of puberty, infertility, endocrine disruption, 
learning disabilities, behavioral disorders and certain cancers. And scientists are now 
finding evidence that these chemicals contaminate people at levels that are cause for great 
concern. For example:  
 

• A 2009 study of 302 women residing in North Carolina found that all women had 
PBDEs contaminating their breast milk. The highest levels were found in women 
ages 25-29, in the prime of their child-bearing years.  PBDEs can have negative 
impacts on behavior, brain development and reproduction. 

• The Arctic is a hemispheric sink for PBTs, which are transported long distances 
via atmospheric and oceanic currents. Arctic Indigenous peoples reliant on 
traditional diets of fish and marine mammals are among the most highly exposed 
people on earth. A study of the Yupik people of St. Lawrence Island in Alaska 
found that they carry PCBs in their blood at levels that are 6-9 times higher than 
the general population in the lower-48 states.  



• The Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) estimates that more than 300,000 
newborns each year may have increased risk of learning disabilities associated 
with in utero exposure to methylmercury.  EPA scientists indicate that research 
has found no safe level of mercury exposure. 

 
Most disturbing is that we now know people are being exposed to many of these PBT 
chemicals as a result of their use in everyday consumer products such as: 
 

• PBDEs and other brominated flame retardants are found in furniture, electronics, 
and textiles. 

• PFCs are widely used in food packaging, clothing and other textiles and 
cookware. 

 
Governments at all levels are already taking action to phase out the use of these 
particularly dangerous chemicals.  Congress should follow their lead. For example: 
 

• Under the Great Lakes Water Quality Agreement of 1978 and subsequent Great 
Lakes BiNational Toxics Strategy, the U.S. and Canada pledged to seek the 
virtual elimination of the discharge of persistent toxic substances to the Great 
Lakes. 

• 32 states have passed mercury products legislation to rid the marketplace of 
mercury-containing items. 

• 14 states have passed legislation to eliminate lead in certain products. 
• 12 states have adopted laws to replace PBDEs with safer alternatives. 
• Washington State is implementing a comprehensive plan and regulations to target 

PBTs for reduction and phase out.  
• Internationally, the Stockholm Convention on Persistent Organic Pollutants 

(POPs) and the Protocol on Persistent Organic Pollutants to the Convention on 
Long-Range Transboundary Air Pollution (LRTAP) have targeted numerous 
PBTs for global phase-outs. 

 
Companies that make or use PBTs are also acting to reduce or eliminate them: 
 

• Based on the toxicity of perfluorooctanoic acid (PFOA) and related chemicals, 
and growing evidence they are accumulating in the blood of the U.S. population, 
EPA negotiated an agreement with DuPont and other producers of these 
chemicals to phase out their use by 2015. 

• SC Johnson has adopted a company policy under which it prohibits use of PBTs 
in its products. 

• Consumer electronics companies such as Apple and Sony Ericsson are on track to 
eliminate all halogenated substances, including PVC and all brominated and 
chlorinated flame retardants, from their products. 

 
We cannot wait for continued delay and endless study while these chemicals continue to 
build up in people and the environment.  We urge you to follow the lead of the many U.S. 
states, nations and companies that are meeting the challenge of eliminating all but 
essential uses of PBTs. 



 
Thank you for your attention to this important issue.  We look forward to working with 
you toward meaningful TSCA reform that better protects our health and environment. 
 
Sincerely,  
 
Alaska:  
Pamela Miller, Executive Director 
Alaska Community Action on Toxics 
Anchorage, AK 
 
Kenneth Kingeekuk, President 
Tribal Council 
Native Village of Savoonga, St. Lawrence Island, Alaska 
 
Andrea Carmen, Executive Director 
International Indian Treaty Council 
Palmer, AK 
 
California:  
Ansje Miller, Coordinator 
Californians for a Green and Healthy Economy 
Oakland, CA 
 
Eveline Shen, Executive Director 
Asian Communities for Reproductive Justice 
Oakland, CA 
 
Gretchen Lee, Policy Director 
Breast Cancer Fund 
San Francisco, CA 
 
Joseph H. Guth, J.D., Ph.D., Legal Director 
Science & Environmental Health Network 
Albany, CA  
 
José T. Bravo, Director 
Just Transition Alliance 
San Diego, CA  
 
David W. Campbell, Secretary-Treasurer 
United Steelworkers Local 675  
Carson, CA  
 
Pamela King Palitz, Environmental Health Advocate and Staff Attorney  
Environment California 
Los Angeles, CA 
 



Wafaa Aborashed, Executive Director 
Bay Area Healthy  
Davis Street Family Resource Center 
San Leandro, CA 
 
Kristin S. Schafer, Senior Policy Analyst 
Pesticide Action Network 
San Francisco, CA  
 
Michael Green, Executive Director 
Center for Environmental Health 
Oakland, CA 
 
Gail Bateson, Executive Director 
Worksafe 
Oakland, California 
 
Sharyle Patton, Director, Health and Environment Program 
Commonweal 
Bolinas, CA 
 
Connecticut: 
Cindy Luppi, New England Co-Director 
Clean Water Action 
Hartford, CT 
 
Sarah Uhl, Environmental Health Coordinator 
Coalition for a Safe & Healthy Connecticut 
Hartford, CT 
 
Carole Bergeron, PhD, Executive director 
CT Nurses' Association and CT Nurses' Foundation 
Meriden, CT  
 
Carolyn Wysocki 
Ecological Health Organization (ECHO) 
Berlin, CT 
 
Mark Mitchell, Executive Director 
Connecticut Coalition for Environmental Justice 
Hartford, CT 
 
Phil Sherwood, Deputy Director 
Connecticut Citizen Action Group 
Hartford, CT 
 
Jenn Hatch, Program Associate 
Connecticut Public Interest Research Group 



West Hartford, CT 
 
Michael Fitts, Executive Director 
ConnectiCOSH 
Newington, CT   
 
 
 
Rabbi Andrea Cohen-Kiener 
Executive Director, Connecticut Interreligious Eco-Justice Network 
Hartford, CT  
 
Megan Jenny, Connecticut Community Organizer 
Toxics Action Center     
West Hartford, CT  
 
Diane Ethier, President 
Connecticut Foundation for Environmentally Safe Schools 
CT 
 
District of Columbia:  
Andy Igrejas, Campaign Director 
Safer Chemicals, Healthy Families 
 
Daniel Rosenberg, Senior Attorney 
Natural Resources Defense Council  
Washington, DC 
 
Kirsten Moore, President & CEO 
Reproductive Health Technologies Project 
Washington, DC 
 
Richard A. Denison, Ph.D., Senior Scientist 
Environmental Defense Fund 
Washington, DC  
 
Rose Gonzalez, MPS, RN, Director, Government Affairs 
American Nurses Association 
Washington, DC 
 
Joan Blades, President 
Moms Rising 
Washington, DC 
 
Daryl Ditz, Senior Policy Advisor 
Center for International Environmental Law 
Washington, DC 
 



Jeff Sell, Esq., Advocacy and Public Policy VP 
Autism Society  
Washington, DC 
 
Lynn Thorp, National Campaigns Coordinator 
Clean Water Action 
Washington, DC  
 
Liz Hitchcock, Public Health Advocate 
U.S. PIRG 
Washington, DC  
 
Ed Hopkins, Director - Environmental Quality Program  
Sierra Club 
Washington, DC 
 
Joyce Martin, Director, Environmental  
Health Policy 
American Association on Intellectual and Developmental 
Disabilities (AAIDD) 
Washington, DC 
 
Emily Enderle, Legislative Associate 
Earth Justice 
Washington, DC 
 
Wayne Shields, CEO & President 
Association of Reproductive Health Professionals (ARHP) 
Washington, DC  
 
Kristen Welker-Hood, ScD MSN RN, Director, Environment and Health Programs 
Physicians for Social Responsibility 
Washington, DC 
 
Anna Gilmore Hall, RN, CAE, Executive Director 
Health Care Without Harm 
Washington, DC 
 
Illinois: 
Max Muller, Program Director 
Environment Illinois 
Chicago, IL 
 
Brian Imus, Director 
Illinois PIRG 
Chicago, IL  
 
Indiana: 



Lin Kaatz Chary, PhD, MPH 
Indiana Toxics Action 
Gary, IN   
 
Georgia: 
Daniel Parshley, Project Manager 
Glynn Environmental Coalition 
Brunswick, GA 
 
Kentucky: 
Joetta Venneman, Director of the Office of Global Ministries 
Sisters of Charity of Nazareth Congregational Leadership 
Nazareth, KY  
 
Elizabeth Crowe, Director  
Kentucky Environmental Foundation 
Berea, KY  
 
Massachusetts: 
Bill Ravanesi MA, MPH, Boston Regional Director 
Health Care Without Harm-Boston 
Longmeadow, MA  
 
David Ozonoff, MD, MPH, Professor of Environmental Health 
Boston University School of Public Health 
Boston, MA  
 
Susie Davidson, Co-Coordinator 
Coalition on the Environment and Jewish Life, Boston Chapter 
Brookline, MA  
 
Lee Ketelsen, New England Co-Director 
Clean Water Action 
Boston, MA 
 
Janet S. Domenitz, Executive Director 
MASSPIRG 
Boston, MA 
 
Joan Kulash, President 
People for the Environment 
North Andover, MA   
 
Ellie Goldberg, M.Ed., VP Legislation 
Massachusetts Parent Teacher Association (Mass PTA) 
Rehoboth, MA  
 
Margo Simon Golden, President Board of Directors 



Women's Community Cancer Project 
Cambridge, MA  
 
Debra Fastino, Director  
Coalition for Social Justice 
Fall River, MA  
 
 
Gary Cohen, President  
Environmental Health Fund  
Boston, MA 
 
Deborah E. Moore, PhD, Executive Director 
Second Look 
Worcester, MA 
 
Maryland: 
Jenny Levin, Associate  
Maryland Public Interest Research Group 
Baltimore MD 
 
Nanette Schweitzer, President 
Learning Disabilities Association of Maryland 
Dunkirk, MD  
 
Lorne K. Garrettson, MD, FAAP, FAACT.,  Prof Emeritus, Pediatrics and Environmental 
and Occupational Medicine, Emroy University.   
Sandy Spring, MD  
 
Cindy Schwartz, Executive Director 
Maryland League of Conservation Voters 
Annapolis, MD  
 
Tommy Landers, Policy Advocate 
Environment Maryland 
Baltimore, MD 
 
Maine: 
Christopher St. John, Executive Director 
Maine Center for Economic Policy 
Augusta, ME 
 
Mike Belliveau, Executive Director 
Environmental Health Strategy Center 
Bangor, ME 
 
Meredith Small, Executive Director 
Toxics Action Center Campaigns 



Portland, ME 
 
Amanda Sears, Chair 
Alliance for a Clean and Healthy Maine 
Portland, ME 
 
Marc R. Mutty, Director of Office of Public Affairs 
Roman Catholic Diocese 
Portland, ME 
 
Staci K. Converse, Esq., Staff Attorney 
Disability Rights Center 
Augusta, ME 
 
Paul Santomenna, Executive Director 
Maine Chapter - Physicians for Social Responsibility 
Portland, ME  
 
Jesse Graham, Executive Director 
Maine People’s Alliance 
Bangor, ME 
 
Ben Dudley, Executive Director 
Engage Maine 
Portland, ME  
 
Ruth Lockhart, Executive Director ! 
Mabel Wadsworth Women's Health Center !  
Bangor, ME  
 
Mary Orear, Executive Director 
Mainely Girls 
Rockport, ME 
 
Gail Volk, President 
National Council of Jewish Women Southern Maine 
Portland, ME   
 
Anne Conners, Chair  
Maine Women’s Health Campaign 
Cushing, ME 
 
Will Everitt, Maine State Director 
League of Young Voters 
Portland, ME 
 
Brownie Carson, Executive Director 
Natural Resources Council of Maine 



Augusta, ME  
 
Sarah Standiford, Executive Director 
Maine Women’s Lobby 
Hallowell, ME 
 
Dean Crocker, President and CEO 
Maine Children's Alliance 
Augusta, ME  
 
Russell Libby, Executive Director 
Maine Organic Farmers and Gardeners Association 
Unity, ME  
 
Peter Crockett, Executive Director 
Maine Labor Group on Health 
Augusta, ME   
 
David J. Mokler, PhD, Chapter Chair 
Sierra Club Maine Chapter, Chapter Chair 
Portland, ME  
  
Gene Kucinkas, Board President 
Learning Disabilities Association of Maine 
Oakland, ME  
 
Niaz Dorry, Coordinating Director 
Northwest Atlantic Marine Alliance 
Windham, ME   
 
Jill Conover, Executive Director 
Autism Society of Maine 
Winthrop, ME  
 
Carol Tiernan, G.E.A.R. Program Director 
G.E.A.R. Parent Network 
Augusta, ME  
 
Julia J. Bell, Executive Director 
Maine Developmental Disabilities Council 
Augusta, ME   
 
Beverly Baker 
Maine Parent Federation, Inc. 
Augusta, ME  
 
Chris Quint, Senior Public Affairs Director 
Planned Parenthood of Northern New England and Planned Parenthood of Northern New 



England Action Fund 
Portland, ME  
 
Virginia Mott, Legislative Chairperson 
Maine Parent Teacher Association! 
Lakeville, ME  
 
 
Heidi Shott, Canon for Communications and Social Justice 
Episcopal Diocese of Maine 
Portland, ME 
 
Landis Hudson, Executive Director 
Maine Rivers 
Yarmouth, ME  
 
Rev. Jill Job Saxby, Executive Director 
Maine Council of Churches 
Portland, ME  
 
Michigan: 
Mike Garfield, Director 
Ecology Center 
Ann Arbor, MI 
 
Patricia Gillis, Executive Director 
Voices for Earth Justice 
Southfield, MI 
 
Sarah Mullkoff, Michigan Campaigns Coordinator 
Clean Water Action 
Lansing, MI 
 
Jackie D. Igafo-Te’o, Community Liaison 
Learning Disabilities Association of Michigan’s Healthy Children Project 
Lansing, Michigan  
 
Lisa Wozniak, Executive Director,  
Michigan League of Conservation Voters   
Ann Arbor, MI 
 
Robin Heller, Executive Director 
LocalMotionGreen 
Grosse Pointe, MI  

 
Minnesota: 
Tim Stanley, Senior Director, Government and Public Affairs 
Planned Parenthood Minnesota, North Dakota, South Dakota 



Minneapolis, MN  
 

Lisa Wolf, Conference Coordinator 
Minnesota Association for Children's Mental Health (MACMH) 
St. Paul, MN 
 
Joshua Winters, Executive Director 
Minnesota Public Interest Research Group 
Minneapolis, MN  
 
Kathleen Schuler, Senior Policy Analyst 
Institute for Agriculture and Trade Policy  
Minneapolis, MN 
 
Peter Starzynski, Healthy Legacy Coalition Coordinator 
Healthy Legacy Coalition 
Minneapolis, MN 

 
Kitty Christiansen, Executive Director 
Learning Disabilities Assocaition of Minnesota 
Golden Valley, MN 
 
Tom Goldtooth, Executive Director 
Indigenous Environmental Network 
Bemidji, MN 
 
Kim Keprios, Chief Executive Officer 
Arc Greater Twin Cities 
St. Paul, MN 
 
Deborah Torraine, Secretary, Board Officer 
AfroEco 
St. Paul, MN   
 
Tessa Hill, President 
Kids for Saving Earth 
North Branch, MN 

 
Cindy McComas, Program Director 
Minnesota Technical Assistance Program 
Minneapolis, MN   
 
Rebecca Sheets, Board President 
MnPA (Minnesota Pesticide Awareness) 
Staples, MN  
 
Susan Hubbard, Executive Director 
EUREKA Recycling 



Minneapolis, MN 
 
Montana: 
Erin Switalski, Executive Director 
Women’s Voices for the Earth 
Missoula, MT 
 
Terry Kendrick 
Montana Women Vote 
Missoula, MT 
  
Allyson Hagen, Executive Director 
NARAL Pro-Choice Montana  
Helena, MT 
  
Stacy Anderson, Director of Public Affairs 
Planned Parenthood-Montana 
Helena, MT 
  
 
Kim Abbott 
Montana Human Rights Network 
Helena, MT 
 
Bonnie Buckingham, Executive Director 
Women’s Opportunity and Resources Development-Montana  
Missoula, MT 
 
Cindy Weese, Executive Director 
YWCA-Montana  
Missoula, MT 
  
Andrea Davis, Executive Director 
homeWord-Montana  
Missoula, MT 
 
Karen Knudsen, Executive Director! 
Clark Fork Coalition 
Missoula, MT  
 
Jonda Crosby, Executive Director 
Alternative Energy Resource Organization-Montana 
Helena, MT  

 
North Carolina:  
Nicole Stewart, Organizer 
NC Conservation Network  

   Raleigh, NC  



 
Ana Duncan Pardo, Communications Coordinator 
Toxic Free North Carolina 
Raleigh, NC  
 
New York: 
Kathleen A. Curtis, LPN, Policy Director  
Clean New York 
Schenectady, NY 
 
Cecil Corbin-Mark, Co-Coordinator 
JustGreen Partnership 
New York, NY 
 
Karen Miller, Executive Director 
Huntington Breast Cancer Action Coalition & Prevention is the Cure 
Huntington, NY 
 
Barbara J. Warren 
Citizens' Environmental Coalition 
Albany, NY  
 
David O. Carpenter, M.D., Director 
Institute for Health and the Environment 
University at Albany 
Rensselaer, NY  
 
Cynthia Wilson, Environmental Action Coordinator 
Citizens for a Clean Environment, Inc. 
Cobleskill, NY  
 
Laura Weinberg, President 
Great Neck Breast Cancer Coalition 
Great Neck, NY 
 
Pamela LaBrake, Founder  
Parents Against Lindane 
Schenectady, NY  
 
Judy Braiman, President 
Empire State Consumer Project 
Rochester, NY  
 
Judith M. Anderson, President 
Environmental Justice Group of WNY, Inc. 
Buffalo, NY  
 
Patricia Foucht 



Breast Cancer Coalition of Rochester 
Rochester, NY  
 
Marian Feinberg, Environmental Health Coordinator 
For A Better Bronx 
Bronx, NY  
 
Ohio: 
Elise Geig, Director of Health Policy  
Ohio Nurses Association  
Columbus, OH 
 
Orgeon: 
Renee Hackenmiller-Paradis, Program Director 
Oregon Environmental Council 
Portland, OR  
  
Sarah Doll, National Coordinator 
Safer States 
Portland, OR 
 
Oregon Center for Environmental Health 
Portland, OR 
 
 
Lisa Arkin, Executive Director 
Oregon Toxics Alliance. 
Eugene, OR 
 
Pennsylvania: 
Connie Parr, President 
Learning Disabilities Association of America 
Pittsburgh, PA 
 
Texas: 
Matthew S. Tejada, PhD, Executive Director 
Galveston-Houston Association for Smog Prevention and Mothers for Clean Air 
Houston, TX  
 
Virginia: 
Lois Gibbs, Executive Director 
Center for Health, Environment & Justice (CHEJ) 
Falls Church, VA 
 
Vermont: 
Charity Carbine,  
Alliance for a Clean and Healthy Vermont 
Burlington, VT 



 
Paul Burns, Executive Director 
Vermont Public Interest Research Group 
Montpelier, VT  
 
Carol Westinghouse 
Informed Green Solutions, Inc. 
East Burke, VT 
 
Washington: 
Laurie Valeriano, Policy Director 
Toxic Free Legacy 
Seattle, WA 
 
Ivy Sager-Rosenthal, Environmental Health Advocate  
Washington Toxics Coalition 
Seattle, WA 
 
Karen Bowman, Environmental Health Nurse Specialist 
Washington State Nurses Association 
Seattle, WA 
 
Mo McBroom, Policy Director 
Washington Environmental Council 
Seattle, WA 
 
Elaine Rose, CEO 
Planned Parenthood VOTES! Washington 
Seattle, WA 
 
Clifford Traisman, Executive Director 
Washington Conservation Voters 
Seattle, WA  
 
LeeAnne Beres, Executive Director 
Earth Ministry/Washington Interfaith Power & Light 
Seattle, WA  
 
Ann Clifton, Co-Chair 
Mercury Awareness Team of Washington 
Olympia, WA  
 
Elaine Rose, CEO 
Planned Parenthood VOTES! Washington 
Seattle, WA  
 
Blair Anundson, Consumer and Democracy Advocate 
WashPIRG 



Seattle, WA  
 
Mike Peterson, Executive Director 
The Lands Council 
Spokane, WA  
 
Darlene Schanfald, Project Coordinator 
Rayonier Hazardous Waste Cleanup Project 
Olympic Environmental Council Coalition 
Sequim WA  
 
Wisconsin: 
Connie Minowa, Co-Founder ! 
Earthology Institute ! 
Viroqua, WI  
 
 
  
 
 
 


